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Heart of Jesus, burning furnace of charity, I trust in You.

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque tells us that one day the Lord asked her for her heart. Once it
was offered, the Lord took it and placed it in His own heart, and He let her see it as an atom
that was being consumed in that fiery furnace. He took it out from there, turned it into a
blazing flame, and put it back into her chest, saying: Here is a precious token of my love that
it may serve you for a heart and consume you to the last moment of your life.!

The Heart of Jesus is, then, a burning furnace of charity. The way the Lord presented Himself
to St. Margaret is not foreign to the way God has acted and continues to act throughout the
history of salvation. Many times, God has manifested Himself to men under the symbol of
fire.

He appeared to Moses as a burning bush. Moses said: I will see what a great vision this is, and
why the bush is not consumed (Ex 3:3). From the burning bush God did three things to
Moses: He drew him to Himself, revealed His name to him, and made known to him His will.

Then, when the Israelites traveled through the desert on their way out of Egypt, the Lord
went before them by night, like a pillar of fire, to give them light so that they could go on
their way without going astray (Ex 8:21). Thus, God showed Himself as light and guide.

Further on we see how Moses receives the Ten Commandments while the whole of Sinai was
in smoke, for Yahweh had come down in the midst of the fire, and the smoke went up like
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain trembled greatly (Ex 24:17). So God, here on
Sinai, through fire, gives us His law on tablets of stone, but he also manifests Himself to us
as great and powerful, and inspires us with a holy fear. In fact, he will later say to Moses:
Know this day that the Lord your God will go before you like a devouring fire and destroy
your enemies (Dt 9:3).

Let us also mention the prophets. Daniel had a vision in which the throne of God blazed like
flames of fire. A river of fire proceeded and went out before him (Dan 7:9). The prophet Isaiah,
for his part, describes the Lord God as a raging fire, whose lips breathe fury, and whose
tongue is like devouring fire (Is 30:27), a description that St. Paul himself reminds us of in his
letter to the Hebrews (17:29). In other words, God reveals himself, through the prophets, as
the One who moves us to vigilance and reverence.

But let us remember, above all, the mystery of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit rested on each of
the Apostles in the form of flames of fire (Acts 2:3). What happened to the Apostles at that
moment? They were strengthened, on fire with fervor, as is well demonstrated by the Sermon
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that St. Peter subsequently gave, after which and on that same day, about three thousand
people joined them. These were the first souls kindled by the fire of God's love. So here the
fire of the Holy Spirit is presented as zeal, strength, fervor, and also as love, as a unifying
principle since so many souls were united at that moment in the same communion of faith.
Faith in Jesus Christ.

So far we have seen the action of God's fire as revealed to us in the Scriptures. Summarizing,
we can say that God, by means of fire, presents to us His attributes and His way of acting:
From the burning bush He attracts us, gives us His name and makes us know His will. In the
pillar of fire, He is our light and guide. On the mountain He inspires us with holy fear, He
reveals to us his greatness, His power and His law. In the visions of the prophets, His fire
inspires us with awe and reverence. At Pentecost, He fills us with zeal, fervor and strength,
and He unites us in His charity.

Well, all this and much more is what is contained in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, burning
furnace of charity.

From His burning Heart, our Lord also draws us, reveals His name and makes his will known
to us. Come to me (Mt 11:28), He tells us, and that is His will. Just as fire “thirsts” for a log to
kindle it and consume it in its heat, so Jesus thirsts for our hearts and calls us from His flames
of love.

Just as from the burning bush God sent Moses on a mission of great trials and difficulties,
but at the same time, a mission of honor and happiness, so also, the Heart of Jesus, attracts
us,” shows us who He is and sends us to be propagators of His love and freedom, because it
is well known that the mission entrusted through the burning bush to Moses was a mission
of love and liberation of the chosen people. This is the mission that the burning Heart of
Jesus entrusts to us, to work so that our neighbor may experience the love of God and break
forever the chains of slavery to sin.

From His burning Heart, Our Lord, also gives His light to us and is the guide of our journey.
Like a pillar of fire, His Heart tells us: I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life (Jn. 8:19). The Heart of Jesus not only consumes
us with its ardor, but also enlightens us. We would be wretched if we preferred to turn away
from this source of warmth and light, as we walk in this dark and cold world.

From His burning Heart, Our Lord, also inspires in us a holy fear and reveals His power, and
no longer places his law on the cold stone of Sinai, but on our burning hearts, as Ezekiel had
already announced (11:9): And I will take away the heart of stone and give them a heart of
flesh. We cannot ignore the wonders that His Heart has performed in history. He has made
the nations tremble, and not only Mount Sinai. How many conversions and how many
peoples have been transformed by His name and His immeasurable love!

2 “The Heart of Jesus, the human Heart of Jesus, burns with the love that fills it. And this is the love for the Eternal
Father and the love for men; for His adopted daughters and sons. The furnace, burning, goes out little by little. The
Heart of Jesus, on the other hand, is an inextinguishable furnace. In this it resembles the “burning bush” of the book of
Exodus, in which God revealed himself to Moses. It was a bush that burned with fire, but “it was not consumed” (Ex
3:2). Saint John Paul II, Angelus Address, June 23, 1985.



From his burning Heart, Our Lord also speaks to us, as the prophets spoke to the people of
Israel on behalf of God. This furnace of love invites us to conversion, vigilance and
reverence. With the same words of the prophets, it is a heart that breathes fury, and whose
tongue is like devouring fire. Therefore, we cannot knowingly go about negotiating with the
disorder of the world and of sin, while the Heart of Jesus shows us the power of his
overwhelming authority.

Finally, from that fiery furnace, Our Lord, also makes his Spirit descend upon us in flames, as
at Pentecost.? He gives us His courage, fills us with missionary zeal, strength, fervor and all
His heavenly gifts. That is why we invoke the Holy Spirit so often and with the whole Church,
to kindle in us the fire of God's love. It is the same fire that our Lord anxiously wants to make
burn on earth (Lk 12:49), and He kindles it in us, so that our fire, in turn, will kindle other
fires, and all will be consumed in that infinite love in which we must place all our petitions,
yearnings and hopes. It is the fire of charity and as charity, by nature, is a unifying principle,
so the Heart of Jesus has the ardent desire that we all be one with Him (Jn 17:21), for, just as
the fire unites and gathers in its heat and light all that it consumes, so too, the furnace of his
charity unites and gathers our hearts to make them experience and live in divine love.

May our hearts, then, enter entirely into the burning furnace of the Heart of Jesus and Mary,
to be consumed therein, in that fire of inextinguishable love, and may we thus attain the end
for which we have been created, eternal union with our God and Lord.

3 The Church teaches us that fire symbolizes the transforming energy of the acts of the Holy Spirit. The prophet Elijah,
who “arose [...] like fite and whose word burned like a torch” (Sir 48:1), with his prayer, drew down fire from heaven on
the sacrifice of Mount Carmel (cf. 1 Kings 18:38-39), a figure of the fire of the Holy Spirit who transforms whatever He
touches. John the Baptist, “who precedes the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Lk 1:17), announces Christ as the
one who “will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire” (Lk 3:16); the Spirit, of whom Jesus will say: “I have come to
bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already burning” (Lk 12:49). In the form of tongues “as of fire” the Holy
Spirit descended upon the disciples on the morning of Pentecost and filled them with Himself (Acts 2:3-4). Spiritual
tradition will preserve this symbolism of fire as one of the most expressive of the action of the Holy Spirit (cf. St. John of
the Cross, Living Flame of Love). "Do not extinguish the Spirit" (1 Thess 5:19). Cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church #696.



