25. HEART OF JESUS,
OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH

Cor lesu, usque ad mortem oboediens factum

Fr. Carlos Pereira, Argentine priest
Missionary in Italy

Among the multiple characteristics that we can find in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, all of
them being exquisite fruits that flow from such an infinite fount of love, we find in the litany on
which we will comment today, which says: “Sacred Heart of Jesus, [made] obedient unto death.”

Saint Paul describes obedience to us with much precision. He affirms, in fact: “He
humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, death on a cross” (Phil 2:8). This obedience
meant a humiliation for Jesus, for the Word of God that had no need to die for justice, for He
did not possess sin, which is the true cause of death, and He had even less necessity to die an
ignominious death. It is the second great humiliation of the Word of God, after the Incarnation,
which also consisted in a great act of humility: “taking the form of a slave,” as St. Paul also affirms
(Phil 2:6).

In the Incarnation, as we said, the obedience of the Word is already manifested, Who
became flesh to accomplish in all things the will of the Father. Recognizing the biblical
foundation in this phrase of St. Paul, He Himself attributes it to the moment of the Incarnation:
“When He came into the world He said: Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you
prepared for me; holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight in. Then I said, ‘As is written of
me in the scroll, Behold, I come to do your will, O God” (Heb 10:5-7).

The obedience of the Word Incarnate was also seen throughout His life: To his parents
during His hidden life, to the authorities in which it corresponded to, accepting the conspiring
of Caiaphas, for example (Mt 26:63-64), but above all on the Cross, in accepting it, in carrying
it, in dying on it. It is there that we notice the greatness and the depth of the love of the Heart
of Jesus, which is no other reality than that of the same Person of Christ, Word made flesh.
“There was verified the offering He made to the Father in the moment of the Incarnation; there
the agony He suffered in Gethsemane as consequence of the sublime prayer, where He
repeated so many times: ‘Not my will but Yours be done,’ there the surrender He made of His life
on the altar of the Cross on the summit of Golgotha. Obedience is therefore, one of most
characteristic virtues of the Heart of Jesus.™

The extraordinary obedience of the Heart of Jesus is seen also by the way He offered full
atonement for our sins, in the way in which He paid for them. This was the will of the Father,
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and that is why His sacrifice was an act of love and of obedience to the Father. Saint Thomas
Aquinas teaches: “He properly atones for an offense who offers something which the offended
one loves equally, or even more than he detested the offense. But by suffering out of love and
obedience, Christ gave more to God than was required to compensate for the offense of the
whole human race. First of all, because of the exceeding charity from which He suffered;
secondly, on account of the dignity of His life which He laid down in atonement, for it was the
life of One who was God and man; thirdly, on account of the extent of the Passion, and the
greatness of the grief endured. And therefore, Christ’s Passion was not only a sufficient but a
superabundant atonement for the sins of the human race; according to St. John: “He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world” (1Jn 2:2).?

For us it is very difficult to penetrate the mystery of the obedience of the Heart of Jesus,
just as it is to penetrate the mystery of his Love. His Love is something that completely
surpasses us, that has no limits, since his Heart is the heart of a divine Person, who is God
incarnate. God has no limits, loves without limits, proposes His love without limits, and we can
say, as paradoxical as it sounds, that the Heart of Jesus is that which shows the same Word-
God obedient to the plans of God the Father, also without limits. The only limit that His heart
could have, which was also human, was his own death and death on the cross.

Jesus teaches us to make obedience a virtue, a total and all-encompassing virtue, a virtue
of the whole man, a positive virtue: It is not only about obeying one or more orders, although
that is not absolutely excluded, but obeying as an act of supreme surrender to God. Obeying is
something that edifies the Christian, that makes him be more Christian, that makes him ‘be
more’ and makes him grow as a person. Even better if such obedience implies total immolation
as it did for Jesus, as we know it often does, and as many saints have demonstrated with their
lives.

We live in a world, and in a culture, especially in the west, where obedience is mis-
understood. It is understood as oppression, as negation as something that impedes the human
being to be such. Emancipation is discussed of children in regard to their parents, of the woman
in regard to man, of the individuals in regard to society and the state, and of course of all in
regard to religion and the duties owed to God. We are living a true rebellion against God, and
against everything He has created: The man, the woman, the sexes, the family, the paternity
and maternity, the order, the discipline, the effort and everything that implies sacrifice and
abnegation, and of course, also against human life. It is proposed to us, strongly, an anarchism
not only political, but cultural and even biological. It is not even tolerated for the body to be as
such, and for nature to present its own laws and needs. Everything that presents a link with the
natural order is rejected, there’s not even a desire to mention the natural order. It is a true
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assault of the evil one, perhaps his final assault, or at least the most morbid of the ones we've
known, since it was for men and the world to follow him and imitate the same anarchic and
rebellious spirit of his. The disorder and chaos for chaos itself.

At the same time, and as it usually happens, some that proclaim a limitless rebellion are
the ones that demand a blind and total obedience to their judgements, carrying out a true
persecution against those who oppose them. For example, how tolerant turn out the feminists
toward their opponents, the LGBT lobbies, the supporters of abortion and the gender ideology.
We find something similar even in the heart of the Church: Those who demand freedom and
total change in the doctrine and [the] pastoral and liturgical praxis of all times, are the ones
who demand the most absolute obedience to their opinions, that they obtain from a
methodology they call ‘synodal’, but it doesn’t represent more than the minority and elitist
groups, moved often by an economical interest. They don’t have any problem condemning and
reducing to ostracism those who oppose their pilgrim ideas, even if they do it using the same
freedom they demand to dissent.

In front of such arrogance, falsehood and hypocrisy, the humbleness and obedience of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus is raised as a protecting wall, to protect and safeguard those who
wish to take refuge in His wounds. Only an infinite heart, but sore and wounded as Jesus’ heart,
can let out the unshakable and burning fire of his infinite love, to make us participants of It. To
make us participants He sets a condition, in all ways: He wishes us to imitate Him, to let our
little and petty hearts be wounded as well with the effusion of his Love, and to take recourse in
the shelter of His Heart. Only then will we triumph.

Let us ask the Sacred Heart to teach us the true virtue of obedience, to teach us to live
it as He lived it. To teach us how to live it humbly, partaking of the infinite love of God, and let
us ask Him, especially to protect his Church, in such difficult and crucial moments of its history.
Let us ask for those who suffer the most, for peace, for those who die prematurely or in war,
for their families and for the needs of the whole world.

Amen.



