14. HEART OF JESUS,
IN WHOM ARE ALL TREASURES OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE

Cor Iesu, in quo sunt omnes thesauri sapientiae et scientiae

Fr. Miguel Angel Fuentes, IVE
Argentina

Saint Paul, writes to the Colossians: “For I want you to know how great a struggle I
am having for you (...) to have all the richness of fully assured understanding, for the
knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge” (Col 2:1-3). From this text arises the marvelous litany that we now comment
on, slightly modified -omitting the adjective “hidden” - “in quo sunt omnes thesauri
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sapientiae et scientiae,” “in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and science [knowledge].”

“Science” is a certain knowledge of things by their principles and their causes.
“Wisdom” is, in turn, the profound and perfect knowledge of the principles of all the sciences
and the arts. The term “treasure” alludes to the accumulation and abundance of riches that
are at the disposition of their owner, who can, for this same reason, draw from them
whenever he so wishes.

In Christ then, “are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” “What Saint Paul
wants to highlight -says an exegete— is that it is not necessary to go looking for anything
outside of Christ, the center and axis of the divine plan of salvation, since therein is contained
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge with which to properly orient our religious and
moral life.”

Saint John of the Cross quotes this Pauline passage, placing these words in the mouth
of the Father: “If you would like me to answer you with any words of consolation, look at my
Son subject to me, afflicted and subject to my love, and you will see how often He answers
you. If you would have me declare to you hidden things or subjects, simply place your eyes
on him, and there you will find the most hidden mysteries, wisdom, and the marvels of God
which are enclosed in Him, as my Apostle says “in Whom are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge of God” (Col 2:3); of which treasures of wisdom will be for you much
higher, more delightful, and more beneficial to you than those things which you had wanted
to know... And if you would also like other visions, and divine or corporeal revelations, look
upon Him in His humanity, and in this you will find more than you think, because so too does
the Apostle say: “in Him dwells the whole fullness of the deity bodily” (Col 2:9).?

In Christ are “all the treasures of wisdom and science;” that is to say, as St. Thomas
comments, “the knowledge of divine things” and “that of creatures.” Thus, Aquinas continues,
everything that can be known about God pertains to wisdom, which God knows abundantly
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in Himself. And all that can be known of creatures, God knows super-eminently in Himself.
And all that the wisdom of God encompasses is contained in his one Word, for He knows all
by a simple act of his understanding, because in Him there is not science in potency nor in
habit, but only in pure actuality. It follows then that in this Word are all the treasures of
wisdom and science.?

As we have said, our litany deliberately does not recall the Pauline affirmation that
such riches “are hidden” in Christ. Saint Thomas, who comments on the Apostle’s passage
and not on the litany to which this would give rise much later, explains that this is said with
respect to us, both because of the weakness of our understanding, as well as due to the veil
which conceals it from our sight. All of the treasures of wisdom and of science are in the
Word of God, but are hidden from us, because our eyes are not clear but dimmed; and
because they are also clouded by double veil: that of creatures (because “the invisibility of
God” in our current state only “allows one to see the intelligence through his works,” as Rm
1:20 says), and the veil of the flesh assumed by the Word (cf. Jn 1:14). Therefore, we attain
something of God, but never his fullness. Isaiah was very correct when he proclaimed “Truly
with you God is hidden” (Is 45:15). But he who carries a veiled candle does not seek light
elsewhere, but rather seeks to remove the veil from the one he already has; for the same
reason, it is not necessary to seek wisdom apart from Christ.*

In a similar way, the same Paul wrote to the Corinthians “Jesus... became for us
Wisdom from God” (1 Cor 1:30). Wisdom Incarnate. Because God is the same Truth, the
uncreated Truth, substantial, first and last; to which all created truth must conform. “Ego
sum Veritas,” “I am the Truth” (Jn 14:6). And as true man, his soul is filled with truth and
wisdom: by his beatific knowledge, by which, from the first moment of his incarnation, he
saw God face to face, with a greater clarity than the angels, and in God, he saw all things,
those which exist, that have existed, and will exist with all the perfection with which they
can be seen and understood; by his infused knowledge, also from that first instant, all the
knowledge that could possibly be acquired by men in their incessant vigils, throughout the
ages, and much more which we will never manage to reach, and all the mysteries of the
supernatural order have been the patrimony of his soul; and by both his acquired and
experimental knowledge, by which he learned what our sufferings and labors are in order to
penetrate with his own personal experience the depths of our sorrows, as is stated in the
Letter to the Hebrews (4:5).

All of these treasures, hidden in God, are placed at our disposal in the Heart which
Jesus Christ offers openly. There are no longer, absconditi, hidden things, except for those
who do not seek them. For those who long for them, they are instead, open, offered, that he
who thirsts might drink, that he who seeks to be enlightened might find light, that he who
desires to be made fervent may find heat. Jesus, from his divine-human Heart, is “the true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world” (Jn 1: 9), and the reason why
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those who follow him “do not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (Jn 8:12). All that
Jesus “did and taught,” all that his evangelists recorded, and what Paul, Peter, James, John
and the rest of the New Testament authors preached, probed, and put into writing is there,
in that living and vivifying Heart. That Heart which is molded in flesh, so that he who
approaches it may learn to read with the eyes of the soul. How rightly did Elizabeth of the
Trinity, eight days after her entrance into Carmel, respond to the question “Which book do
you prefer?”, replying, “The soul of Christ; it gives me all the secrets of the Father who is in
Heaven.” She had understood with clarity what we have tried to explain here.

Because of this, it is not true that love is blind. The divine love which God pours into
our hearts is illuminated by the infinite treasures of wisdom and knowledge deposited in the
Heart of Christ. As often as we navigate as if through storms and shadows in this life, the
Heart of Jesus, with its inexhaustible treasures of wisdom and knowledge, is a saving star. All
the knowledge we need concerning creatures we find there; all the wisdom that we lack
about God, we find there. [This knowledge] is not simply knowing what human science or
knowledge offers us, that it does not satisfy the soul and that it is forcibly detained in the
confines which natural reason, left to its own strength, cannot surpass; rather, it is the
understanding that the gift of the Holy Spirit is given to us—that gift we call knowledge. It
makes us rightly judge creatures, see their qualities and weigh them against their limitations.
It removes from man all the fascinations and the lies with which the world dazzles men. It is
that knowledge which gives us a perfect and measured understanding of ourselves, of the
value of created goods, of our end and our state. It gives rise to gratitude in us for the goods
received, and draws out our penitent cry because of the sins we have committed. There too
we find all wisdom of divine things; but not that wisdom which the highest philosophy offers,
nor merely that which sacred theology itself procures, but rather a still greater wisdom: that
which is given to us by the gifts of understanding and wisdom. The first, bestowing upon us
an intellectual clarity concerning the divine mysteries—how the travelling man can attain
them—and of our ultimate end. The second, adding experience and co-naturality with
spiritual realities.

Writing to the Corinthians, St. Paul said: “I resolved to know nothing while I was with
you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Cor 2:2). Once having known what He holds in
His Heart, no longer does anything outside of Him make us happy. Meditating on a sentence
of the Spouse in the Song of Songs (6: 12) during her last retreat, St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
experienced similar desires of no longer wanting to know anything but what the divine Heart
teaches: “Nescivi! I no longer knew anything’ This is what the spouse of the Song of Songs
says after having been introduced to the cellar of the mysterious wine ... Nescivi. I no longer
no anything more; nothing more do I wish to know, but to ‘know Jesus... and the sharing of
his sufferings by being conformed to his death’ (cf. Phil 3: 10).™
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