13. HEART OF JESUS
KING AND CENTER OF ALL HEARTS

Cor Iesu, rex et centrum omnium cordium

Fr. Diego Ibarra, Argentine priest
Missionary in the Philippines

The Word of God reveals the place of Christ not only in the Church, but also in society, in
history and in all creation. The Father's will is “to sum up all things in Christ, in heaven and
on earth” (Eph 1:10), “For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible
and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things were
created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together”
(Col 1:16-17). Jesus himself said before ascending to heaven: “All power in heaven and on
earth has been given to me” (Mt 28:18). We also know that, before Pilate's tribunal, Jesus of
Nazareth, to the question “Are you a king?” answered: “You say: I am a king” (Jn 18:37). Faith
assures us that Christ is the Lord and King of all creation, understood in the literal sense.
Hence Christ is called King of the Universe, that is, he has power over all creatures.'

Christ is King, therefore, there must be a kingdom. The Gospels announce the beginning of
salvation with the expression “The kingdom of God is at hand.” St. John the Baptist preaching
in the desert of Judea said: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt 3:1). Jesus
Christ himself begins his messianic mission with this announcement: “This is the time of
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand” (Mk 1:15).

These words mark the entrance “into the fullness of time,” as St. Paul would say (cf. Gal 4:4),
and prepare the way for the New Covenant, founded on the mystery of the redemptive
incarnation of the Son and destined to be an eternal covenant. In the life and mission of Jesus
Christ, the kingdom of God is not only “at hand” (Lk 10:9), but is present in the world and at
work in human history. Jesus himself says: “The kingdom of God is among you” (Lk 17:21).2

The kingdom of Jesus Christ is not of this world because it has no origin in this world. Jesus
answers Pilate: “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did belong to this
world, my attendants [would] be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
But as it is, my kingdom is not here” (Jn 18:36). The kingdom of Jesus Christ is supernatural,
of divine origin, and came in order to save us.

The Gospel clearly shows that Jesus Christ never wanted to be a temporal sovereign, not
even on the throne of David. During His messianic activity in Palestine, the people, seeing
the signs He performed, saw in Christ a true heir of David, who during his reign had brought
Israel to the height of splendor, and they wanted to proclaim Him king.? Christ always refused
this temporal kingship, the Gospel of St. John says: “Since Jesus knew that they were going
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to come and carry him off to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain alone” (Jn
6:15).

Therefore, the Gospel reveals to us that Christ only desired a Kingship and Kingdom that is
not of this world and yet, at the same time, must expand and take root in this world.

How does this divine kingdom expand and take root in this world?
The answer is: Through hearts conquered by the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

John Paul II explains that the Kingdom of Heaven expands and takes root in this world
through the truth in human hearts: in the inner man.* This means that Christ the King first
seeks to conquer the hearts of men, converts them, makes them his own. Then, from the
hearts of transformed men, he wants to reach all the manifestations of man.

The Sacred Heart of Jesus wants to reign in all human dimensions, but He wants to do it
through the Saints, through those men who were first conquered interiorly by this loving
King who reigns in their hearts.

The Catholic Church affirms that the power of the Gospel must reach the whole of society.
Christian wisdom and divine virtue must permeate the laws, the institutions, the morals of
the people, infiltrating all classes and relationships in society. The religion founded by Jesus
Christ must be firmly placed in the degree of honor that corresponds to it and flourish
everywhere.’

The social kingship of Christ is the temporal end of the reign of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
while the reign over hearts -salvation of souls- is the universal end. Christ the King wants to
establish Christian civilization, he wants all nations to be under the guidance and light of the
gospel, but this will be possible if he first reigns in our hearts and we are loyal vassals of the
one eternal King, who is the King of kings and King of nations.

Let us always repeat the maxim of St. Francis Borgia “I will not serve a lord who can die on
me.” He pronounced this after having to discover and recognize the corpse of his Queen
Isabella of Portugal after so many days of traveling through the Castilian and Andalusia
steppe to the place of her burial, asking himself “Where are the beauty and sweetness of my
Lady and Mistress, what have they become?” Then the saint entered the Society of Jesus,
where he became superior general, distinguishing himself, above all, by his profound
humility, giving a great impetus to the missions. And the zeal that he had applied in serving
the queen, would now be dedicated to serving Jesus Christ, King of Kings.
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Let us ask the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the grace that He reign in our hearts through his
redeeming love and to be faithful instruments so that He may rule in all the manifestations
of man and that we may proclaim everywhere:

God of hearts
Sublime Redeemer
Rule the nations
And show them your love!®

Ejaculatory prayer:
Jesus Christ, meek and humble of heart, make our heart like unto yours.
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